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Eligibility / Referral 
The IMPRINTS Program is a Federal Setting Level IV Program designed for students 
who need to receive special education and related services in a public, separate day 
school facility. Eligible students may fall into one or more Disability categories 
including Emotional/behavioral disabilities (EBD), Autism spectrum disorder (ASD), 
and Other Health disabilities (OHD), but must primarily be exhibiting behavioral 
difficulties in the mainstream setting in the home school. 

•   A candidate must be a Level II or above to be eligible 
•   A candidate must be referred by the home school  
•   A candidate must be observed after the referral by River Bend staff 
•   Home school must call the IEP meeting to determine if IMPRINTS is the 

appropriate placement / if placement is agreed by the team, the River Bend staff 
will take over the meeting and create the new IEP for IMPRINTS 

•   Parents and student schedule a site visit prior to start date 
 
Prior to submitting a referral, the home school may consult with River Bend staff 
regarding a student to develop programming that might suit the student’s needs while 
remaining in the home school. This will require an observation and a minimum of six 
weeks under the new programming before a referral should be submitted. 
 
Upon receipt of a referral, the program coordinator will determine if the grade level 
classroom has openings. If there are no openings the referral will be put on the “waiting 
list” and the school will be notified when the next opening is available. If there is an 
opening the program coordinator will contact home school to discuss moving forward.  

 
Trial Period 
Students initially entering the Imprints Program will be admitted for a 6-week trial 
period. A meeting will be scheduled at the end of the 6-week trial to review continuance 
in the program if needed. If during the 6-week trial period, it is determined by the staff 
that Imprints Program does not meet the educational needs of the student, he/she may 
be referred back to their home school district, so that other educational options may be 
explored.  
 
Reintegration/Transition 
The goal of River Bend Imprints Program is to teach the student to manage his/her own 
emotions and behaviors well enough to become academically successful and transition 
to the least restrictive environment. In most cases the goal is for the student to 
reintegrate/transition back to the home school. The Imprints Program staff will help 
facilitate the reintegration/transition of the students. Transition begins when the 
student is making sufficient progress toward the behavioral and academic goals as 
defined by the student’s IEP. Generally, transition begins for part of a school day while 
also continuing at the Imprints Program. Time is increased based on student success 
and IEP Team guidance.   
 
 
 


